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WHAT TYPES OF INFORMATION CAN WE 
EXTRACT?

• Information about a user

• Friends & Followers  of a user

• Tweets published by a user

• Search results on Twitter

• Places & Geo



TWITTER API

REST APIs

• provides Twitter functionality

• read / write / read DM (Tweet, Follow, DM, etc)

• To collect information a user must explicitly request it

Streaming APIs

• Once a request for information is made, the Streaming APIs provide a continuous stream 

of updates with no further input from the user. (Tweets in real-time)



HOW TO USE THE TWITTER API



TWITTER DEVELOPERS

Website: https://dev.twitter.com



TWITTER DEVELOPERS

• API resource documentation -- https://dev.twitter.com/docs

• Twitter libraries -- https://dev.twitter.com/docs/twitter-libraries

• Source examples -- https://dev.twitter.com/docs/open-source-examples



APIs EXAMPLES

• GET followers/ids

https://api.twitter.com/1.1/followers/ids.json?cursor=-1&screen_name=sitestreams&count=5000

• GET friends/ids

https://api.twitter.com/1.1/followers/ids.json?cursor=-1&screen_name=sitestreams&count=5000

• GET users/show

https://api.twitter.com/1.1/users/show.json?screen_name=rsarver



GET followers/ids

• screen_name / user_id 

The screen_name / user_id of the user for whom to return results for.

• cursor

Causes the list of connections to be broken into pages of no more than 5000 IDs at a time. If no cursor is 

provided, a value of -1 will be assumed, which is the first "page."

• stringify_ids

Many programming environments will not consume our Tweet ids due to their size. Provide this option to 

have ids returned as strings instead

• count

Specifies the number of IDs attempt retrieval of, up to a maximum of 5,000 per distinct request



GET followers/ids (Returned Result)

1. {

2. "previous_cursor": 0,

3. "ids": [

4. 143206502,

5. 143201767,

6. 777925

7. ],

8. "previous_cursor_str": "0",

9. "next_cursor": 0,

10. "next_cursor_str": "0"

11. }



APIs LIMITS 

In API version 1.1:

• Window: 15 minutes

• GET requests: 15 calls/15 minutes or 180 calls/15 minutes

• User limit: maximum requests per user

• App limit: maximum requests per application (including all users)

• Authentication is required 



CREATE AN APPLICATION



APPLICATION DETAILS



TWITTER LIBRARIES
• ActionScript/Flash

• C++

• Clojure

• Erlang

• Java

• JavaScript

• .NET

• Objective-C / Cocoa

• Perl

• PHP

• Python

• Ruby

• Scala



TWITTER 4J

• Is an unofficial Java library for the Twitter API

• Easy integration between a Java App and the Twitter service.

• 100% Pure Java – works on Java Platform version 5 or later

• Built-in Oauth support

• Compatible with Twitter API 1.1

http://www.twitter4j.org



HOW TO USE TWITTER 4J

• Download the latest stable version -- http://twitter4j.org/en/index.html#download

• Add twitter4j-core-version.jar to your application classpath

• JavaDoc -- http://twitter4j.org/javadoc/index.html

• Twitter4j.Twitter interface -- http://twitter4j.org/javadoc/twitter4j/Twitter.html



OAUTH CODE SAMPLE



OAUTH CODE SAMPLE



AUTHORIZATION URL



OAUTH PIN



OAUTH CODE SAMPLE



GET followers/ids CODE SAMPLE



GET followers/ids CODE SAMPLE



THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS ?


